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HRPP / NICP Mission
The mission of the HRPP/NICP is to reduce maternal and infant mortality and morbidity through a regionalized statewide 
system of coordinated care that includes consultation, transport, hospital care and community health nursing follow-up.

What are the specific goals of the High-Risk Perinatal Program?
• Encourage normal developmental patterns in high risk infants and toddlers
• Help high-risk infants function better when they reach the school system
• Empower families to function at the highest level by accessing community resources
• Ensure the highest quality risk appropriate perinatal care
• Provide family-centered, culturally responsive, and developmentally appropriate, coordinated services
• Provide services in a setting that best meets the needs of the child and family

Program Contacts

Chief, Office of Children’s Health/Transport Services Manager
Irene Burnton
602-364-1453
Irene.Burnton@azdhs.gov

Hospital and Community Nursing Program Manager
Valerie Odeh
602-364-1462
Valerie.Odeh@azdhs.gov

Claims Coordinator
Cynthia Ronquillo
602-364-0058
Cynthia.Ronquillo@azdhs.gov

CEU information: Continuing Education Units are 7

Arizona Department of Health Services
Bureau of Women’s and Children’s Health

150 N. 18th Ave.,Ste. 320, Phoenix, AZ 85007
Phone: 602-364-1400  Fax: 602-364-1494

Health and Wellness for all Arizonans

Health and Wellness for all Arizonans



   		                                  Meeting Agenda
	 7:30 am – 8:00 am 	 Registration
	 8:00 am – 8:15 am	 Introduction
		  Mary Ellen Cunningham, MPA, RN
	 8:15 am – 8:30 am 	 Entertainment 
		  Maricopa County Department of Public Health NICP Community Health Nurses
	 8:30 am – 9:30 am 	 Developmental Care
		  Bonni Moyer, MSPT
	 9:30 am – 11:00 am 	 Continuum of Care & Developmental Assessments Panel
		  Facilitator - Bonni Moyer, MSPT
		  Neonatal Individualized Developmental Care and Assessment Program® (NIDCAP®) 		
			   Trainer – Marla Wood, RN, MEd
		  Newborn Intensive Care Program (NICP) Community Health Nurse 
			   Angelica Pichardo, RN, BSM
		  Office for Children with Special Health Care Needs (OCSHCN) Parent Advisor 
			   Doreen Carey
		  Arizona Early Intervention Program (AzEIP) Representative 
			   Karie L. Taylor, M.A.
		  United Healthcare Representative - Karen Stewart, RN
	 11:00 am – 11:30 am 	 Break
	 11:30 am – 12:45 pm 	 Lunch & Speaker 
		  Resources and Strategies for Working with our Most Vulnerable Population
		  Erica Chestnut MC, LISAC & Missy Longe, MC, LPC, LISAC
	 12:45 pm – 1:15 pm 	 Visit Exhibitors
	 1:15 pm – 2:00 pm 	 Breakout Sessions
		  Workshop 1: 	 Strong Families AZ Home Visiting Alliance 
				    Jessica Stewart, MPA &
				    Meloney Baty, MA, CCLS
		  Workshop 2: 	 Late Preterm Infant: A Developmental Focus 
				    Julie Siedl, BSN
		  Workshop 3: 	 Therapy Interventions with the High Risk Neonate
				    Elisabeth Stuewe MS, OTR/L 
				    & Meg Christy Stocker, OTR/L
		  Workshop 4: 	 Newborn Screening 
				    Sondi Aponte & Fran Altmeier, BSW
		  Workshop 5: 	 Understanding the Complexity of Pediatric Feeding Struggles 
				    Chris Linn, BS
		  Workshop 6: 	 Drying Milk, Drying Tears: Lactation in the Face of Loss
				    Randie Shapiro Kreifels, BS, IBCLC
	 2:00 pm – 2:15 pm 	 Break
	 2:15 pm – 3:15 pm	 Palliative Care for Children with Life Limiting Conditions – It’s about Living
		  Tressia Shaw, MD
	 3:15 pm – 4:15 pm 	 Smooth Way Home
		  Trudi N. Murch, Ph.D., CCC-SLP & Chris Linn, BS
	 4:15 pm – 4:45 pm 	 ADHS Updates & Wrap-up
		  Irene Grace Burnton

					     Meeting Goals
		  •	 To increase the attendees’ knowledge of individualized developmental 		
			   care and the impact on future outcomes.
		  •	 To increase the attendees’ knowledge of Arizona’s behavioral health 		
			   system and services available for NICU graduates.
		  •	 To increase the attendees’ knowledge of palliative care and services for 		
			   children and families with life limiting conditions.
		  •	 To increase the attendees’ knowledge of the Smooth Way Home Project.
		  •	 To increase the attendees’ knowledge of the community programs and 		
			   services available for medically fragile infants and their families.  
					     Speakers
	 Erica Chestnut, MC, LISAC	 Erica Chestnut MC, LISAC is currently the Associate Director of Crisis Services at 	
		  La Frontera AZ, EMPACT-Suicide Prevention Center. She currently oversees all the 	
		  crisis programs at Empact-SPC, including the CPS Rapid Response program, which 		
		  works with children of all ages in the CPS system. She has been involved in the public
		  mental health system since 1999 and has been working with children & families for the 
		  past 10 years, with 8 of those years working with infants & toddlers in the CPS system.

	 Chris Linn, BS	 Chris Linn is the Executive Director of Feeding Matters. She earned her BS in 
		  Management at Arizona State University in 1990, Magna Cum Laude. Chris has a 
		  13-year history in the financial industry with expertise in Project Management and 		
		  Customer Relations.  Chris is currently a mother to 2 children, Connor and Emilie.  
		  Emilie was born at 25 weeks gestation and experienced severe feeding issues from 		
		  birth. The Linn family attended the 10-week intense feeding program at the Children’s 
		  Hospital in Richmond, VA in 2006 when Emilie was 3 years old.  Chris enrolled Emilie 
		  in the intense feeding program at Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in April 2011 due 
		  to malnutrition.  Chris is now dedicating her career to helping other families who have 		
		  children with feeding issues. 

	 Missy Longe, MC, LPC LISAC 	 Missy Longe is currently the Rapid Response Team Lead at Terros, Inc and has been		
		  working with children and families for the past 13 years. She has completed the Infant 
		  Toddler and Mental Health program through the Harris Institute at Southwest Human 		
		  Development. She has worked in the public mental health system for 10 years as well 
		  as the Foster Care and Adoption licensing field for 5 years, having experience working 		
		  directly with Child Protective Services.

	 Bonni Moyer, MSPT	 Bonni Moyer graduated with a Masters in Physical Therapy in 1996 from the 			
		  University of Miami.  Bonni has worked in pediatrics ever since, including acute care, 
		  outpatient rehab, inpatient rehab and home services.  In 2006, she was asked to 		
		  participate in the NIDCAP program and became certified.  In 2008, she was given
		  the opportunity to begin training as a NIDCAP Trainer. March 2012, she was certified 		
		  as a NIDCAP Trainer.  Bonni currently works as a NIDCAP trainer/developmental 
		  coordinator at St. Joseph’s Hospital and Medical  Center. She also owns a company
		  that works with children in their homes doing physical therapy, as well as, a pediatric
		  physical therapist consultant to various outpatient clinics in the valley.

	 Trudi Murch, Ph.D., CCC- SLP	 Dr. Trudi Murch is Director of Services for Children with Disabilities at Easter Seals		
		  Southwest Human Development. Department programs include disability services 
		  to Head Start classrooms; Early Intervention,the Early Care and Education Inclusion 
		  Program, Nurse Family Partnership, the NICP community nursing follow-up program, 		
		  and the Assistive Technology Training and Resource Center. Trudi has had extensive 		
		  experience in designing and delivering training programs to Head Start personnel, 
		  school district teams, and early intervention 	programs in the areas of inclusion, 
		  early intervention program design, and reflective supervision.

	 Tressia Shaw, MD	 Dr. Tressia Shaw is the director of the palliative care program at Phoenix Children’s 
	 	 Hospital and a pediatric medical director at Hospice of the Valley. Dr. Shaw received 
		  her medical degree from the University of Arizona College of Medicine and completed 
		  residency training at Phoenix Children’s Hospital. She has been caring for children 
		  with special health care needs and life limiting conditions at Phoenix Children’s Hospital 		
		  for over eight years.

		  	 Missy Longe, MC, LPC LISAC	 	


